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Speed limit signs - a guide to good 
practice 
 

 
Introduction 

The 1994 Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions simplified the requirements for the 
placement of terminal and repeater signs used to indicate a speed limit, and introduced some new 
prescribed sizes. The intention was to give greater flexibility in the placement of signs. This would 
overcome the situation where signs placed marginally too far apart have had the effect of making 
the limit unenforceable. The 1994 Regulations thus specify simply that signs should be placed at 
regular intervals. 

This leaflet sets out good practice on the placing of signs. It supersedes previous advice, and should 
be borne in mind when reviewing old signing arrangements. It is not retrospective. 

Positioning Repeaters 

For 30 mph lit roads, no repeaters are permitted under the regulations (Direction 10(2)(a)). 

On lit roads subject to any other speed limit (other than 20mph speed limit zones), including the 
national speed limit, repeaters must be used. Table 1 gives recommended distances between such 
signs. (National speed limit signs are not required on motorways). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 Traffic Advisory Leaflets (TAL) are available to download free of charge on the Department for Transport website www.dft.gov.uk        

 
Sign up for a free e-mail alert to receive notification when a new TAL is published by sending an e-mail to   tal@dft.gsi.gov.uk   with the subject line "subscribe".

To obtain a printed copy of this and/or other TAL's, contact: DfT Publications, PO Box 236, Wetherby, West Yorkshire,  LS23 7NB. Telephone 0870 122 6236. Fax 0870 122 6237. E-mail:  
dft@twoten.press.net  

The Department for Transport sponsors a wide range of research into traffic management issues. The results published in TAL's are applicable to England, Wales and Scotland.  Attention is drawn 
to variations in statutory provisions or administrative practices between the countries. 

Within England, enquiries should be made to: Traffic Management Division, Department for Transport, 2/07 Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR. Telephone 020 7944 
2478. E-mail: tal@dft.gsi.gov.uk 
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